Honoring Water, Culture, and Community Through Education
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Bimaadiziwin Gimiingonaa Nibi

Water Gives Life



https://www.noaa.gov/regional-collaboration-network/regions-great-lakes/glri/about-glri/glri-focus-area-5-foundations/great-lakes-bay-watershed-education-and-training-program
https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/bwet/greatlakes/

This program is supported through funding from:
NOAA Bay Watershed Education and Training (B-WET) Program for Indigenous Communities

This support makes it possible to:

Provide culturally grounded environmental education
Offer hands-on field experiences

Support youth leadership development

Strengthen long-term partnerships in water stewardship

NOAR National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce




Why This Camp Matters

Water connects culture,
community,
and responsibility.

Through hands-on learning
and cultural teachings,
youth deepen their
relationship with water and
understand their role in
protecting it.




Program Purpose & Vision

Purpose

To provide culturally grounded,
place-based watershed education.

Vision
Youth who are confident, connected,

and committed to caring for water and
land.




Partnership & Tribal Leadership

This program is guided by
LTBB leadership.

LTBB departments and cultural
advisors shape the direction,
teachings, and priorities of the
camp.

This is collaborative work
rooted in trust and
shared goals.




What is Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK)?

Traditional Ecological Knowledge is
learning built through generations of
relationship with land and water.
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At camp, TEK is experienced through:

Ceremony
Storytelling
Observation
Place-based learning




Program Structure + Intentions

Two summer sessions per year, 2025 & 2026
Small cohort model

e 8-12 students each day
e 4-8th grade (with older grades participating/helping a couple of days - LTBB NRD YCC)
e w/family participation on occasion, making it intergenerational learning in action

Each Day Includes:

Water Science Anishinaabemowin

Ceremony for &

w/nibiish/water Reflection &

Project Time
Local &

Traditional foods



! ‘ W TeTs
\\-« 7 Council

Nimiigwechwendam Nibiish

Join us for a uniqu
experie where

Dates:

June 17-18 & July 8-10
Daily Schedule
Drop-off: 0-8:30 AM
Crooked Tree Arts Center
Pick-up: 2:00 PM

Cr I MY



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SxUpWPlA_A_tgbKBSdad_cXoqvfMBvdV7BmxKbm3fV0/edit?tab=t.0

Community connections & supports
~~chi miigwech to these friends~~

%  Crooked Tree Arts (use of classrooms)
%  Petoskey District Library (use of upper level of Carnegie Building)

LIBRARY




Importance of collaborating with

Gijigowi Anishinaabemowin Language Department (GALD) CLEERED (0 )

Support:

e Bay Mills Community
College

e Aankwadong (one the
cloud online
curriculum)

e EJPS Partnership
w/Aankwadong Class
and Native Heritage
Fund Grant
School Visits
Materials Request

Online Resources:

e Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians | Language

e Facebook: hitps://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578162254173

e YouTube | LTBB Gijigowi Anishinaabemowin Language Department
https://www.youtube.com/@lItbbgijigowianishinaabemow9393

e Sound Cloud | LTBB Lang Tech https://soundcloud.com/ltbb-lang-tech



https://ltbbodawa-nsn.gov/departments/language/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578162254173
https://www.youtube.com/@ltbbgijigowianishinaabemow9393
https://soundcloud.com/ltbb-lang-tech
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Nibiish/Water Ceremony Each Day

“the water is sick...and people
need to really fight for that water,
to speak for that water, to love
that water” (Josephine
Mandamin-baa, Mother Earth
Water Walk)

More 1nfo: https://www.nibiwalk.org



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ks5IIzYX3t8
https://www.nibiwalk.org/nibi-songs/

Nibiish/Water Ceremony Each Day

This song was written by Doreen Day at the request
of her grandson. She attended a conference about
the water in which the internationally known speaker,
Dr. Masaru Emoto said, the very least we should do
every day, is to speak to the water:

Ne-be Gee Zah- gay- e- goo
Gee Me-gwetch -wayn ne- me — goo
Gee Zah Wayn ne- me- goo

Water, we love you.
We thank you.
We respect you.




ish/Water Ceremony Each Day

~Critical thinking
opportunities ~ thinking
about this area before the
creation of the city of
Petoskey, how did these
waters naturally flow before
industrialization?

~What happened to to the
water’s natural flow when
the road was built? When
these houses were built?




Nibiish/Water Ceremony Each Day

Each morning begins at the
water.

Students reflect, give
thanks, and ground
themselves before learning
begins.

Water is not just the topic.
It is the starting point.

~Practicing protocols and prayers.
~Practicing introductions in
Anishinaabemowin.

~Practicing important words around
medicines and ceremony.




Building Students Bundles for Ceremony/Cultural Events

promoting and instilling the cultural lifeway of
bring feast bags to every event, ceremony, camp,
and social gathering in an effort to reduce waste.
Feast bags usually contain:
° Mug

Plate

Bowl

Cutlery

Cloth napkins or wash rag

Copper cup for water ceremony

Copper is sacred to Anishinaabe people, it holds
the power to cleanse our waters and connects us
to nibi/water.

Miskwaabik - copper connects us to our
ancestors and our future relatives. We've
been working with copper since time
immemorial and strive to keep it part of our
lifeways.

Msmmdewhs zmtoodaal

Aaniish pii:
Tuesday, October 11th
5:30- 8 p.m.

Aapiish:
LTBB Government Complex
Commons Area
Aanii dash:
Naadamowaadaa Mshkakimikwe. Let’s help Mother Earth.

E 'vn; Aanjidoonan. Shkwaanegan.
Reducs Reuse. Recycle

ao!

This will also be a potluck dinner, please bring a dish to pass.
Families are encouraged to participate!!

The KAP Teacher Trainees will be presenting language and
instruction on how to make your own feast bag .
Some materials and supplies will be provided or bring your own.

Biidoon gdankaazwinan

Bring your utensils.
(naagan/plate, booskinaagan/bowl,
sup, emkwaan/spoon,
mookmaan/knife, bdakijiigan/fork, gzildoneganhsinapkin.)

Paper products WILL NOT be provided.

Kina Bthaak!” Everybody come!

For more information, call the LTBB Language Department at (231)242-1457

K
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Home library editions as gifts for participating

annick
pres " Annick Press

Educator Guide

LITERATURE GUIDE

Treaty Words: For As AIME
Long As The Rivers Flow o e
- LUKE SWINSON



https://www.annickpress.com/content/download/69380/919992/version/1/file/Treaty+Words+Educator+Guide.pdf
https://www.annickpress.com/content/download/69380/919992/version/1/file/Treaty+Words+Educator+Guide.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DzrHgtfR8mmdX4xFRIw7E5lXp-mpq5yT/view

Home library editions as gifts for participating

Anishinaabe educator elder couple know for sharing
traditional stories in Anishinaabemowin & English. Part of a
series of books about Anishinaabek celestial knowledge.

*clan teachings | M@@M

*star teachings ;
*water protection & care : L@@m

Gookomisinaan Maang
Ganawendang Zaagaigana

*+Grandmother Loon, Keeper of the Lakes
e R



https://legendarymoozoog.square.site

Tribal food sovereignty in action -- Partnering with
Ziibimijwang Farm & Mshko’Ode Farm to supply our
snacks and meals




The “A” in STEAM
education

Visiting Crooked Tree's
exhibit: Immersed all
about water.

The exhibit included local
Odawa artists who also work
for LTBB’s Language Dept.
-- Sarah Schilling and Jenna
Kishigo!

W yout To oy in-Kind sponsors
who have partnered with us to provide
our free public programming this summer.

Page 22



The “A” in STEAM Education...

Brining in art processes~
Creating cyanotype prints

~Students connecting to the camp
theme in their creations.

~thinking about weather and how it
influences practical matters and art
process (e.g. - it was rainy & cloudy
the day we planned this activity).
-another unplanned schedule change
happened and we had the time and
right weather to make the prints.




Water Cycle and Watersheds

Students saw how land,
water, and community are
connected.

Through watershed
modeling and river walks,
they observed how
everyday actions impact
water.




Watershed Map Inquiry & Learning
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What watershed(s) do we live in?

Depending where we are in Waganakising
Odawak territory we can be in the Lake MI/Carp
Lake River Watershed, the Burt Lake Watershed,
or the Bear River Watershed.



https://www.miseagrant.com/Great_Lakes_Basin_p/michu-25-701.htm

TOMWC Ruth Tucker Ayers Harris Discovery Center Visit




TOMWC Ruth Tucker Ayers Harris Discovery Center Visit




Invasive Species info sessions

Students identified native
and invasive species.

They learned how

ecological balance supports
both environmental and
cultural health.

Invasive in our waters: Curly
leaf pondweed




Plant Identification / Bio Blitz @
NCMC Trials




Tribal food sovereignty in action -- Partnering with
Ziibimijwang Farm & Mshko’Ode Farm to supply our
snacks and meals

QNS AT THE PLAE
S Or
&

Zihumijwang

Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians
CARP LAKE, MI




Pollution & Water Quality - studying water
quality samples of Mukwa Ziibi

\

Students tested real water samples.

They examined macroinvertebrates and learned how small organisms tell the story of water




Pollution & Water Quality -
studying macroinvertebrates
water quality samples of Mukwa
Ziibi/Bear River
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Pollution & Water Quality




Pollution & Water Quality

Point & nonpoint pollution
identifying model TOMWC has in
their educational material
inventory!




Students watched LTBB Natural
Resource Dept. Hatchery staff sample
Berry Creek @ Camp Petosega
through electrofishing and learned how
to identify Michigan fishes collected.

They then explored how human actions
can impact water quality.




Giigoonh/Fish Studies
(Electro-shock fishing w/LTBB Hatchery)
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Giigoonh/Fish Studies
(Electro-shock fishing w/LTBB Hatchery)

Page 37



Giigoonh/Fish Studies
(Electro-shock fishing w/LTBB Hatchery)




Sewing fish stuffies, storytellings/teachings w/community
elders, Angie Woodin (LTBB Edu. Dept. SPRING Program,
Curriculum Coordinator) & Deleta Gasco-Smith (LTBB Health
Dept. Cultural Advisor).




Stormwater and Management
Practices/Community
infrastructure

Students examined how
built environments affect
rivers and lakes.
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Tribal Historic Preservation (THPO)
w/LTBB THPO Officer, Mae Wright

Through visits with LTBB staff, students
learned how cultural history, treaty rights,
and environmental review processes connect
to water protection.

Protecting water also protects heritage and
sovereignty.




Tribal Historic Preservation (THPO)
w/LTBB THPO Officer, Mae Wright

The area where
Line 5is
proposing to

build the tunnel is
sacred ground to
Anishinaabek.




s YCC partiCipation ~ to start Off their u » Odawa Youth Conservation Corps
summer of learning ~ ‘oA June 20,2025 - G

First [short] week of YCC is in the books! We participated in the Education
Department/Watershed Council's day camp for two days and went hiking with
NRD's Inland Lakes & Wildlife Program for a fire history survey.




Additional site visits
deepened
understanding
through real-world
experience.

Learning moved
beyond the
classroom and into
the watershed.







@ Zorn Park in Harbor Springs (lifequards on
duty & jumping off that dock!)




Student Action Project

Info Pamphlet:
Caring for the
Caretaker

Distributed at annual
community nme release
in Wolverine Sept. 13,
2025. Collaborative
event again with LTBB &
TOMWC!

& LTBB Traditional
Powwow & Sovereignty
Day Celebration, Sept.
21, 2025

ty by Nmeé and Bedassige (2025 Campers)

Caring for the Caretaker

Nmé,/Lake sturgeon

Lake Sturgeon

Why you should care!

Lake Sturgeon are currently threatened
in our area!
And they need your help!
You can help by talking to community
leaders and
asking them about dams and pollution
in your
- community.
,Qi’{« Dams can block migration
k..\" - routes!
on Trash can hurt the nmé gills and
overall body health!




Student Action
Project

Info Pamphlet:
Caring for the
Caretaker

Students developed ideas for:

Water awareness campaigns
Fish and habitat education
Invasive species outreach
Community stewardship efforts

Youth voice and leadership are central to the
program.

Eun facts
about the
nme

The Nm# also do rot have teeth

hey have four sensory

kers that help them locate
food.




Student Action
Project

Info Pamphlet:
Caring for the
Caretaker

Fun facts
about the /

)




Students gained:
Stronger cultural connection
Greater environmental literacy
ok o Confidence in leadership
Nimiigwechwendam Nibiish .
(1 am thankful for water) A sense of responsibility to
water

June 15-18 & June 22-25, 2026

for students entering
4th-8th grade in 26-27 school

Next steps include:

Expanding participation
Increasing field-based learning
Strengthening youth-led
projects

Continuing deep collaboration
with LTBB leadership




June 15-18 & June 22-25, 2026
Nimiigwechwendam Nibiish
(1 am thankful for water)

for students entering
4th-8th grade in 26-27 sch

Long Term Shared Goals:

Support youth leadership
development

Create pathways for careers in
environmental stewardship
Strengthen cultural continuity
and environmental
responsibility

Community Impact:

o The program strengthens
partnerships, builds local
awareness, and supports
long-term water
stewardship within the
community.




June 15-18 & June 22-25, 2026
Nimiigwechwendam Nibiish
(1 am thankful for water)

for students enterin
4th-8th grade in 26-27 school year

Michigan

Public
Mooz the dog is helping scientists in
Michigan study threatened turtles



https://www.michiganpublic.org/environment-climate-change/2025-07-30/mooz-the-dog-is-helping-scientists-in-michigan-study-threatened-turtles

Gratitude & Acknowledgments

We are deeply grateful to:

LTBB Education Department

Cultural Advisors & Knowledge Holders

LTBB Odawa Anishinaabemowin Language Dept.

LTBB Environmental Services

LTBB Natural Resources Dept. Fisheries/Hatchery

LTBB Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO)
Families/students that shared part of their summer with us!

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council staff, volunteers & supporters

~Chi miigwech/thank you for trusting us with this important work.



