CLEAN WATER AND OUR LOCAL ECONOMY...
— laking the Connection =—————————

ABOUT THE WATERSHED COUNCIL STUDIES WHAT DID WE FIND?
Tourists

Watershed Residents

Shoreline Property Owners



When considering if they would be willing to pay a little more to protect
water quality (for example, user fees or local taxes), 42% either agreed
or strongly agreed; 30% were neutral; and 29% either disagreed or
strongly disagreed

We also asked business owners this question: “Regarding water quality
and protection, | think my local government is doing: too much, too
little, about the right amount, or unsure.” The responses indicate
that there is support for local government to be pro-active on water

Business Owners protection efforts:

Business owners in Antrim, Charlevoix, Emmet, and Cheboygan Counties * Only 5% felt the government was doing too much

participated in a web-based survey. * Roughly 35% were unsure
* Of those who responded, 61% either agreed or strongly e Another 27% responded that the government is doing
agreed that their business relies significantly on tourism, too little to protect water quality

either directly orindirectly e 32%felt the government is doing about the right amount

e 94% believe that poor local water quality would

, ’ ® 44% noted that they would be willing to pay a little more
negatively affect both property values and tourism

to protect water quality (for example, user fees or local taxes)
® 50% of business owners believe that their actions

have an impact upon the community's water quality Local Elected Officials

Local officials, for the most part, see no conflict between economic

Stormwater runoff: 76% of businesses reported that they know .
development and water quality.

where rainwater and snowmelt go when it runs off their business
property. This is important for managing stormwater runoff, and
many business owners are interested in doing so.
e When asked if they would be willing to change how they
manage runoff to protect water quality, 52% responded
that they either already use best management practices
orare willing to change current practices

e 4outof 5responded that both economic stability
and quality of life depends on good water quality

* QOver80% also agreed that protecting water quality is the
responsibility of local government

* 87%disagreed that it is alright to reduce water quality to
promote economic development

Shoreline development: Local business owners are also

beginning to understand the impact of shoreline development.

e When asked if developed shoreline properties lack the
ability to filter out pollutants before they enter a lake or
river, generally reducing water quality, 51% of the
businesses reported that they agreed or strongly agreed

e Business owners also understand that it is possible to

develop shoreline properties and still protect water quality -
83% either agree or strongly agree with that statement

They also disagree that taking action to protect water quality is too
expensive. They were more ambivalent, however, about who should pay.

e 40% did not generally support increases in local
taxes or fees, to improve water quality

* 31% were neutral
® 29% supported increases in local taxes or fees, if needed

If we work together, we can
keep our water clean and our
economy growing... making
the connection!!

MOVING FORWARD

What does this all mean? Making the connection between keeping our water clean and economic
growth is critical to our future. There is no single action or entity that can make the difference. Protecting
water is a community effort - it takes all of us!

There is broad agreement in our communities that water quality impacts our local economy.
Landowners, business owners, and local government officials all believe they have an important
responsibility to protect the water.

As noted in the Literature Review, stormwater managementis a major concern for local water quality.
Our surveys revealed that local business owners are open to learning about how to control it, and
are willing to change what they do now, if it better protects water quality. Landowners are also will-
ing to change how they manage their lawn and garden to improve water quality.

Also noted in the Literature Review, shoreline development can have a negative impact on water TR
quality. Hardened shorelines displace natural features that work to filter out pollutants, before they R4 )
enter the water. However, there are techniques that can mitigate these impacts. According to our /\' -

results, business owners, landowners, and local government officials have all expressed interest in Watershed

learning more about them. COU.IlCﬂ
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Additionally, local governments expressed concern regarding who should pay for water protection
Phone: (231) 347-1181

efforts. However, local businesses indicate that they are willing to pay a little more to protect water,

if needed, and also support their local government taking steps to address water protection issues. www.WatershedCouncil.org




